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1 . A method for making on-line payments, comprising: 

\ receiving enrollment information from a user for an on-line payments 
servi^; 

receiving the user's designation of a source account for withdrawing funds 
for the online payments; 

providing a transaction account for the user as a money deposit account 
with an accounhiumber that the user can use as a source and a destination of 
funds and with at l^st one of a plurality of service levels; 

allowing the usfcr to have funds reside in the transaction account; and 

allowing the user ttanjse the funds residing in the transaction account for at 
least one of making an on-line payment with funds in the transaction account, 
making an on-line purchase witfkfunds in the transaction account, making an off- 
line purchase with funds in the transaction account, making a cash withdrawal 
with funds in the transaction account/making a credit card account payment with 
funds in the transaction account, making\bill payment with funds in the 
transaction account, and making an international payment with funds in the 
transaction account. \ 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein receivingthe enrollment information 
further comprises receiving the information from thev user on an enrollment page 
for the on-line payments service. \ 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein receiving the enrollment information 
further comprises receiving information about the user nece$sary to fulfill a 
"know your customer" (KYC) obligation of a financial institurkm as a provider of 
the on-line payments service. \ 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein receiving the enrollment information 
further comprises receiving information about the user necessary to enable the 
financial institution to validate that the user is bona fide. \ 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein receiving the enrollment information 
further comprises receiving information about the user relevant in settling \ 
disputes related to use by the user of the on-line payments service. \ 
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6y The method of claim 1 5 wherein receiving the user's designation of the 
soutae account further comprises receiving the user's designation of at least one 
of a credit card account and a deposit account of the user as the source account. 

7. Thfeunethod of claim 6, wherein receiving the user's designation of the 
credit card acbcmnt as the source account further comprises receiving information 
from the user aboht the credit card account consisting of a credit card number, a 
credit card expirationsdate, and a credit card verifier. 

8. The method of cl^rn 7, wherein receiving the information from the user 
about the credit card accourovfurther comprises performing a back end 
authorization to confirm that th^mformation relates to a valid credit card account 
of the user. 

9. The method of claim 6, wherein^eceiving the user's designation of the 
deposit account as the source account furtn^sr comprises receiving the user's 
designation of the deposit account consisting of^a least one of a checking account, 
a debit account, and a money market account of tne user as the source account. 

10. The method of claim 9, wherein receiving the\ser's designation of the 
deposit account further comprises receiving information\bout the deposit 
account consisting of at least one of a deposit account numtW and an ABA 
number of a financial institution with which the deposit accounts maintained. 

1 1 . The method of claim 1 0, wherein receiving the information^bout the 
deposit account further comprises performing a back end validation toveonfirm 
that the user is the owner of the designated deposit account. \ 
f2>-^The method of claim 1, wherein providing the transaction account for the 
user with atle35t^neof the plurality of service levels further comprises providing 
the transaction account forthe4iser with^fiisst level service that includes a 
person-to-person payment service enanHiigthe user to receive and send funds 
from the user's transaction account. 

13. The method of claim 12, wherein providing the transaction account for the 
user with the first level of service further comprises providing the tfaii^ction 
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account with a save for later feature enabling the user to accumulate a balance of 
fun&Hn the user's transaction account for later use. 

14. TFte^method of claim 13, wherein providing the transaction account for the 
user with theX rst level of service further comprises providing the transaction 
account with a h^d money feature for retaining funds in the user's transaction 
account which the usfe^has designated to be sent to a recipient but which has not 
yet been picked up by thetecipient. 

15. The method of claim l\wherein providing the transaction account for the 
user with at least one of the pluraht^na^fsofvice levels further comprises providing 
the transaction account for the user with.a second level of service that includes all 
features of the first level of service plurana<xess card enabling the user to access 
funds in the user's transaction account for off-ln^e transactions. 

16. The method of claim 15, wherein providingthe transaction account for the 
user with at least one of the plurality of service levels farther comprises providing 
the transaction account for the user with a third level of sehnce that includes all 
features of the first and second levels of service plus a credit lihe enabling the 
user to access both line of credit funds and accumulated balance fui\ds in the 
user's transaction account. 

lTT^^Fhe^pethod of claim 15, wherein providing the transaction account for the 
user that includes tRe-ac^ess card further comprises providing the access card for 
the user that allows the user towttfedraw funds from the transaction account at a 
financial transaction terminal. 
18. The method of claim 1, wherein allowing the user to have funds reside in 
the transaction account further comprises allowing the user to utilize the 
transaction account as a hub for user transactions. 
\9f The method of claim 1 8L wherein allowing the user to utilize the 
transaction account as the hub i hither comprises allowing the user to use the trust 
account for receiving a person-to-person payment. 
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2Ur^^Eh^methocl of claim 18, wherein allowing the user to utilize the 
transaction account as tHeTiutrfteheiicon^rises allowing the user to fund the 
transaction account with funds withdrawn from theltesigftatedsource account. 



T 
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2 1 / The method of claim 20 
ccount with funds withdrawn 
comprises allowing the user to 



wherein allowing the user to fund the transaction 
rom the designated source account further 
xind the trust account with funds withdrawn from 



22. The method of claim 21 
account with funds withdrawn 



at least one of a credit card accc «unt and a deposit account as the source account. 



wherein allowing the user to fund the trust 
rom the deposit account further comprises 
allowing the user to fund the tn ist account with funds withdrawn from the deposit 
account consisting of at least or Le of a checking account, a debit account, and a 
money market account as the scairce account. 

23\ The method of claim 1, wherein allowing the user to have funds reside in 
the trah^action account further comprises allowing the user to have funds reside 
in at least one of a save for later portion and a held money portion of the 
transaction account. 

24. The metho^sof claim 23, wherein allowing the user to have funds reside in 
at least one of the sav^for later portion and the held money portion of the 
transaction account furtherbomprises allowing the user to view balances of the 
save for later and held money pbrtions of the transaction account. 

25. The method of claim 1, whe^sm allowing the user to use the funds in the 
transaction account for making an on-lirtejpayment further comprises designating 
funds in the transaction account for an on-line^payment to a recipient according to 
an instruction by the user. \. 

26. The method of claim 1, wherein allowing the u^er to use the funds in the 
transaction account for making an on-line purchase furthe^comprises allowing 
the user to authorize payment to an on-line merchant for an oh^line transaction 
with funds in the transaction account by furnishing the on-line merchant the 
transaction account number. V 
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27X The method of claim 1 5 wherein allowing the user to use the funds in the 
transaction account for making an off-line purchase further comprises allowing 
the userto authorize payment to an off-line merchant for an off-line transaction 
with fundsNii the transaction account using a transaction card provided to the user 
in connectiomwith the transaction account. 

28. The method of claim 1, wherein allowing the user to use the funds in the 
transaction accoumsfor a cash withdrawal further comprises allowing the user to 
withdraw funds in cash from the transaction account at a self-service financial 
transaction terminal usink a transaction card provided to the user in connection 
with the transaction accounts, 

29. The method of claim l,\vherein allowing the user to use the funds in the 
transaction account for making a cfcedit card account payment further comprises 
allowing the user to authorize a paynWit to the user's credit card account with 
funds in the transaction account according to an instruction by the user. 

30. The method of claim 1 5 wherein allo\ing the user to use the funds in the 
transaction account for making a bill payment farther comprises allowing the user 
to authorize the bill payment through a bill paymeht service with funds in the 
transaction account according an instruction by the usct. 

3 1 . The method of claim 1 , wherein allowing the usehto use the funds in the 
transaction account for making an international payment fuhher comprises 
allowing the user to authorize the international payment through an international 
payment service with funds in the transaction account according an instruction by 
the user. \ 

32. The method of claim 1, wherein allowing the user to use the funds in the 
transaction account further comprises allowing the user to utilize a save for later 
portion of the funds in the transaction account. \ 

33. The method of claim 32, wherein allowing the user to use the funds in me 
transaction account further comprises allowing the user to supplement the save \ 
for later portion of the funds in the transaction account with a line of credit 
associated with the transaction account. ' 
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34\ A system for making on-line payments, comprising: 

\ means for receiving enrollment information from a user for an on-line 
payments service; 

means for receiving the user's designation of a source account for 
5 withdrawing funds for the on-line payments; 

means ft>r providing a transaction account for the user as a money deposit 
account with an abcount number that the user can use as a source and a destination of 
funds and with at least one of a plurality of service levels; 

means for allowing the user to have funds reside in the transaction 
10 account; and \ 

means for allowing the user to use the funds residing in the transaction 
account for at least one of making an on-line payment with funds in the 
transaction account, making an on-line purchase with funds in the transaction 
account, making an off-line purch^e with funds in the transaction account, 
1 5 making a cash withdrawal with funds V the transaction account, making a credit 
card account payment with funds in the transaction account, making a bill 
payment with funds in the transaction accouhl and making an international 
payment with funds in the transaction account. \ 

35. The system of claim 1 , wherein the means tor receiving the enrollment 
20 information further comprises means for receiving tne information from the user 

on an enrollment page for the on-line payments service\ 

36. The system of claim 35, wherein the means for reviving the enrollment 
information further comprises means for receiving information about the user 
necessary to fulfill a "know your customer" (KYC) obligation of a financial 

25 institution as a provider of the on-line payments service. \ 

37. The system of claim 36, wherein the means for receiving theWirollment 
information further comprises means for receiving information about th^ user 
necessary to enable the financial institution to validate that the user is bona fide. 

38. The system of claim 37, wherein the means for receiving the enrollment 
30 information further comprises means for receiving information about the user 
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relevant in settling disputes related to use by the user of the on-line payments 
serviced 

39. The system of claim 34 5 wherein the means for receiving the user's 
designation^ the source account further comprises means for receiving the 
user's designation of at least one of a credit card account and a deposit account of 
the user as the source account. 

40. The system of claim 39, wherein the means for receiving the user's 
designation of the creak card account as the source account further comprises 
means for receiving information from the user about the credit card account 
consisting of a credit card nuhaber, a credit card expiration date, and a credit card 
verifier. \ 

41 . The system of claim 40, wfterein the means for receiving the information 
from the user about the credit card amount further comprises means for 
performing a back end authorization to Confirm that the information relates to a 
valid credit card account of the user. \ 

42. The system of claim 39, wherein the means for receiving the user's 
designation of the deposit account as the source^account further comprises means 
for receiving the user's designation of the depositVxount consisting of a least 
one of a checking account, a debit account, and a money market account of the 
user as the source account. \ 

43. The system of claim 42, wherein the means for receiving the user's 
designation of the deposit account further comprises means^for receiving 
information about the deposit account consisting of at least one of a deposit 
account number and an ABA number of a financial institution wMi which the 
deposit account is maintained. \ 

44. The system of claim 43, wherein the means for receiving the information 
about the deposit account further comprises means for performing a back end 
validation to confirm that the user is the owner of the designated deposit amount. 
45! The-system_ofclaim 34, wherein th^Hneans for providing the transaction 
account for the user with at least one of tfrie plurality or service levels further \ 
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comprises means for providing the transaction account for the user with a first 
leve{ service that includes a person-to-person payment service enabling the user 
to receive and send funds from the user's transaction account. 

46. The system of claim 45, wherein the means for providing the transaction 
account foKthe user with the first level of service further comprises means for 
providing theNtransaction account with a save for later feature enabling the user to 
accumulate a balance of funds in the user's transaction account for later use. 

47. The systemSof claim 46, wherein the means for providing the transaction 
account for the user ^rith the first level of service further comprises means for 

10 providing the transaction account with a held money feature for retaining funds in 
the user's transaction account which the user has designated to be sent to a 
recipient but which has not ybt been picked up by the recipient. 

48. The system of claim 47,\h<pemiihe means for providing the transaction 
account for the user with at least <^ of [the plurality of service levels further 

15 comprises means for providing tlie trafrsaction account for the user with a second 
level of service that includes all fek^res oCJhe^first level of service plus an access 
card enabling the user to access funds in the\ser's transaction account for off- 
line transactions. 

49. The system of claim 48, wherein the meansYor providing the transaction 
20 account for the user with at least one of the plurality of service levels further 

comprises means for providing the transaction account ror the user with a third 
level of service that includes all features of the first and seWid levels of service 
plus a credit line enabling the user to access both line of creait funds and 
accumulated balance funds in the user's transaction account. 
25 507^ — -Ihgjsystem of claim 48, wherein the means for providing the transaction 
account for the useTth^t includes the access card further comprises means for 
providing the access card forthe^iser that allows the user to withdraw funds from 
the transaction account at a financial transaction terminal. 
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51\ The system of claim 34, wherein the means for allowing the user to have 
fundssreside in the transaction account further comprises means for allowing the 
user to utilize the transaction account as a hub for user transactions. 

52. The^ystem of claim 5 1, wherein the means for allowing the user to utilize 
5 the transaction^ccount as the hub further comprises means for allowing the user 

to use the trust account for receiving a person-to-person payment. 

53. The system orclaim 51, wherein the means for allowing the user to utilize 
the transaction account as the hub further comprises means for allowing the user 
to fund the transaction account with funds withdrawn from the designated source 

10 account. 

54. The system of claim 53, ^herein the means for allowing the user to fund 
the transaction account with funds Withdrawn from the designated source account 
further comprises means for allowing ft^e user to fund the trust account with funds 
withdrawn from at least one of a credit cahi account and a deposit account as the 

15 source account. 

55. The system of claim 54, wherein the mea^s for allowing the user to fund 
the trust account with funds withdrawn from the deposit account further 
comprises means for allowing the user to fund the trustSaccount with funds 
withdrawn from the deposit account consisting of at least Ve of a checking 

20 account, a debit account, and a money market account as the\ource account. 

56. The system of claim 34, wherein the means for allowingthe user to have 
funds reside in the transaction account further comprises means foXallowing the 
user to have funds reside in at least one of a save for later portion and\ held 
money portion of the transaction account. 

25 57. The system of claim 56, wherein the means for allowing the user to^ave 
funds reside in at least one of the save for later portion and the held money 
portion of the transaction account further comprises means for allowing the user" 
to view balances of the save for later and held money portions of the transaction 
account. 



43 



Expnjj^Bail No. EL 8949341 1 1 US 



58.\ The system of claim 34, wherein the means for allowing the user to use 
the funds in the transaction account for making an on-line payment further 
comprises means for designating funds in the transaction account for an on-line 
payment t\a recipient according to an instruction by the user. 
5 59. The system of claim 34, wherein the means for allowing the user to use 
the funds in the transaction account for making an on-line purchase further 
comprises means tor allowing the user to authorize payment to an on-line 
merchant for an on-ln\e transaction with funds in the transaction account by 
G furnishing the on-line merchant the transaction account number. 

Ci 10 60. The system of claim 34, wherein the means for allowing the user to use 

|7j the funds in the transaction amount for making an offline purchase further 

J; comprises means for allowing the user to authorize payment to an off-line 

»pi merchant for an off-line transaction with funds in the transaction account using a 

5 \ 

□ transaction card provided to the user in connection with the transaction account, 

f;; 15 61 . The system of claim 34, wherein the means for allowing the user to use 

jj; the funds in the transaction account foAcash withdrawal further comprises 

H' means for allowing the user to withdraw iWis in cash from the transaction 

account at a self-service financial transactionSterminal using a transaction card 
provided to the user in connection with the traiwaction account. 
20 62. The system of claim 34, wherein the means\for allowing the user to use 
the funds in the transaction account for making a credit card account payment 
further comprises means for allowing the user to authorize a payment to the 
user's credit card account with funds in the transaction account according to an 
instruction by the user. \ 
25 63. The system of claim 34, wherein the means for allowingsthe user to use 
the funds in the transaction account for making a bill payment further comprises 
means for allowing the user to authorize the bill payment through a bill payment 
service with funds in the transaction account according an instruction by the user. 
64. The system of claim 34, wherein the means for allowing the user to use 
30 the funds in the transaction account for making an international payment fimher 
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comprises means for allowing the user to authorize the international payment 
througn^an international payment service with funds in the transaction account 
according an^n^truction by the user. 

65. The systemb^daim 34, wherein the means for allowing the user to use 

5 the funds in the transactiorh^ccount further comprises means for allowing the user 
to utilize a save for later portiorrfcf^the funds in the transaction account. 

66. The system of claim 65, whereihsthe means for allowing the user to use 
the funds in the transaction account further cdrnmises means for allowing the user 
to supplement the save for later portion of the funds^m^the transaction account 

1 0 with a line of credit associated with the transaction accounts. 
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